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           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st             District) strongly urged the U.S. House of Representatives to increase             funding for the highly successful Low Income Home Energy Assistance             Program (LIHEAP) and Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP). Olver             spoke on the House floor today in support of an amendment to increase             funding for these programs by $22 million - $11 for each program.

           "Tens of millions of families in America are in for           bad news this winter when they get their heating bills in the mail," Olver           said.

           According to the Energy Information Administration           (EIA), the price of heating oil and natural gas are expected to skyrocket.           EIA predicts that the price of natural gas will be 55 percent higher           and the price of heating oil will be 45 percent higher compared to           the winters of 1998-2000.

           "These increased costs couldn't come at a worse time," Olver           said. "Since 2001, the number of people living in poverty has           increased by 4.3 million, and the average family income has dropped           by $1,500. Families are already struggling to pay for outrageously           high gasoline and health care costs. People need LIHEAP and WAP assistance           now more than ever." 

           The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)           is the primary program that provides assistance to help low-income           families pay their energy bills. The Weatherization Assistance Program           enables low-income families to permanently reduce their energy bills           by making their homes more energy efficient. WAP has allowed low-income           families to save more than $200 a year in heating costs. These modest           savings can be used for other important needs such as food, clothing,           housing and other basic necessities. LIHEAP is a vital safety net that           reduces the percentage of income spent on residential energy costs.           Unaffordable home energy can result in homelessness, health and safety           problems, such as malnutrition, hypothermia and heat stroke, and lack           of educational attainment for children. LIHEAP protects public health           and safety by keeping families warm in the winter and cool in the summer. 

           Congressman Bernie Sanders (I-VT) is the lead sponsor           of the amendment to increase home heating and weatherization assistance           to low-income individuals and families within the House Labor, Health           and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill for fiscal year           2005. The spending bill was considered by the House of Representatives           today.

           "This amendment would provide modest, but important           relief to thousands of families," Olver said. "Not one           family should go without heat this winter, and not one senior citizen           should have to choose between heating their home and affording their           prescription drugs or buying groceries."
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